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TO: SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparat'

FROM: PATRICK A. WU
Senior Assistant County Counsel

RE: Item for the Soard of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Augusta Millender, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV OS-2298

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the SLUlunary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Augusta Millender, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.,
United States District Court Case No. CV OS-2298, in the amount of $500,000 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Sheriff s Department's budget.

This lawsuits alleges civil rights violations arising out of the execution of a search
warrant conducted by Sheriff s Deputies.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED -SETTLEMENT OF LtTtGATtON

CASE NAME Augusta Millender, et al. v. County
of Los Angeles, et al.

CASE NUMBER Case No.: CV05-2298

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

HOA.1022890.1

United States District Court

Comp(arnt filed: March 28, 2005

Sheriff's Department

$ 500,000

Dona[d Cook

Mann &Cook

Jonathan McCaverty

This is a reccomendation to settle
for $500,OOQ, the lawsuit #filed by
Augusta Mi(lender, Brenda
Milfender and William Johnson
against fhe County of Los Angeles
and eight Sheriff s Deputies
alleging civil rights violations
arising .out of the execution of a
search warrant at the Millender
residence.

Although Sheriff s Deputies
obtained a judicial search warrant
prior to entering the Millender
residence, in light o#the potential
for high exposure and the
'uncertainties of Eitigation, a fuEl and
final settlement of the case in the
amount of $500,400 is
recommended.



PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 640,142

PA1 D COSTS, TO DATE $ '[ '~ 8,426

HOA.1022890.I



Case Name: Aus~usta Mlliender v. County of Los Ans~e
[es, e# at.

Summary Corrective Action Pian

The intent of this foam is to assist departrr►ents in wr
iting a corrective acctian plan summary for attachment

to the settlement documents developed for the B
oart4 of Supervisors andlor the County of Los Angeles

Claims Board. The summary shouCd be a specff~c o
verview of the claims7lawsuits' identified root causes

and corrective actions {status, time flame, arsd res
ponsible parEy}. This summary does not replace the

Corrective Action Pian foam, if there is a question related to carsfidentiality, please consult

County Counsel.

Date~af tncidenUevent: Thursday, November 6, 2003, approximately 5:5Q a.m.

Briefly provide a descripHan
of the incidenUevenf:

Au~nusta-~tit~nd~r v. C4t~n~i of.-Las A~~~l~us, et ai.

.Summary. Corr~c~(ve. Action Plan _t+to. 2D~13=034.1

On Thursday, November. 6, 2003, at 8~apic>5itmate#jr 5:5Q= 
a, m., members

of the Los Angeles Gounljr Sher'ifPs.:-l7epartmeiit's:~
Sp~~fai EnfarcerYSent

Bureau executes! a•search:watrant and an arrest~warrar
rt at the plaintiffs

residence. The location named in #Eje searcfi warran
t was believed to be

the residence of a,.garig. rrtemtier wanted for the attempte
d 'murder of his

girlfriend. The suspect wa&=named_ !n art arrest wart~nt~~rtc
l believed to

be armed with a sawed=off shotgun: The searcfi ~voarra
nti tcirtzmended

members of the Las Angeles County Sheriff`s Departrrtertt
 to seize ail

firearms, relevant documents showing the purchase 
or possession of

firearms, and any evidence o#gang memisership.

Members of the Los Angeles County SfterlfYs Departmen
t detained the

occupants of tfse residence white the location was searc
hed. Following

the execution of the search warrant, the occupants w
ere released.

While the suspect named in the arrest warrant was not
 present at the

location, items with evidentiary value were found,. inclu
ding a shotgun

and documentation confirming the suspect resided
 at the piaintiii's

residence.

1. Briefly describe the root causes) of the ciaimlla
wsuit

The root cause in this Incident fs a court decision
 ruling that the search warrant reviewed by a Deputy

District Attorney and signed by a mag€strata was overbroad and should not have audtorized t
he seizure

of any weapons other than the weapon used to the 
original crime.

This section iaten#ionatry [efE blank.
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Counfy of i.os Angeles
Summary Corrective Action P{an

2. Briefiiy describe recornm~nded corrective actions:
(fnciude each corcscfive acfton, due date, responsible 

party, and any disciplinary adfons if spp~oprfate)

The l.as Angeles County Sheri~t's Department had relev
ant policies and procedures/protocols in effect

at #t►e time of the incident

Tire Los Angeles Coanty Sher'iff's Depar#menYs traini
ng curricutum addresses the circumstances which

occurred i~ the incident

No employee rs~isconduct is suspected or .alleged, and na systemi
c issues were Edenfifled.

Consequently, nn empEoyee-reCateei administrative action uv
as taken.

On October 28, 2010, the Los Angeles County Sheriff
s Department's Field Operations Support

Services {FOSS} unit published newsletter 1tt-08, Over
broad Search Warrants, to address the

cl~cumstances wh{ch occurred in this incident. The nerNsletter was distributed to all Departrrtent

personnel. it is attached to this corrective action plan.

Ttte newslefterwas repelblished on February 5, 20'f4.

3. Are the corrective actions addressing department-w
ide system issass7

❑ Yes —The corrective acfians adotress department wi
de system Issues.

~ No --The corrective actions are o~iy applicable to
 the affected part+es.

E.os Angeles County Sheriffs pepartrrsent

N3n1E: (Risk Management CooMinator}

Joanne Sharp, Captain
Risk Management Bureau

Dale:

oZ ~ ~~/~

Name: (DeparhrfentHead)

Roberta AAbner,.-Chf~f`
intemat IrtvestT : • on Division

Sigr~a~uCe ~

Q

Date:

a~i g fi~
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County of Las Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Pfan

Document version: 4A (January _2013]
Page 3 of 3




